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with at such fairs in China. Passing under a big white
ck'urten1 which served as gate to the lamasery, we found
ourselves in a broad street, at the end of which was a
building with red and green walls, and near it a row of'
eight small chffirten. To our right the white-walled lamas'
houses covered the hillside, and behind them we could just
see the tops of the golden spires of the chief temple. On
either side of the road traders and peddlers had spread
out their wares, all the gaudy trinkets and odds and ends
capable of captivating the crowd, prayer-beads, mirrors,
images of the gods, knives, buttons, silks, cotton piece-
goods, tea, Tibetan cloth, incense sticks, salt, sulphur,
wooden bowls, and other articles too numerous to mention;
but among them foreign goods were represented only by a
few boxes of vile matches, Russian leather, some Japanese
photographs, buttons, arid needles.
Around a man selling medicines the people crowded,
every one anxious to lay in a stock of drugs, and especially
plasters, of which Tibetans and Mongols are extraordina-
rily fond, and which they delight to stick on their bodies,
no matter what their complaint may be. Here I noticed
some T'u-ssii women from near Tankar, wearing long
green gowns trimmed with red; two broad bands of red
satin or cloth edged with black, on which were sewn disks
of chant-shells, passed over their shoulders and crossed
in the back. They wore the gray turned-up felt hat and
heavy leather boots in common use among these tribes,
and dressed their hair like the married Mongol women.
Suddenly the crowd scattered to the right and left,
'1 This word means " offering hold-    tions in the Catholic "Path of the
er." Great numbers are built in the    Cross," as pilgrims, when journeying
vicinity of lamaseries, and serve to    to a shrine, perform prostrations be-
point out the roads leading to them,    fore each eltiiirten met on the way
They are also something like the sta-    thither. (See illustration, p, 64.^